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“The Louisiana FFA Association is a resource and support organization that does not select, control or supervise local chapter or individual member activities except as expressly 
provided for in the state FFA constitution, bylaws or policies.” 

 
FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education. 
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Delegate Committee #2: 
The Committee to Evaluate Area Borders 

 
1. When and why have area borders been changed in the past? 
 

The history of Area borders in Louisiana is not clear, but some general information 
is available based on available convention proceedings and Department of 
Education documents. 
 
In the early days of Louisiana FFA, the state was divided six districts. As of 1936, 
Districts 1 and 2 were in north Louisiana, District 3 in central Louisiana, District 4 in 
southwest Louisiana, District 5 in southeast Louisiana, and District 6 in south 
central Louisiana. 
 
By the 17th State Convention in 1946, the state was divided into four areas, and a 
committee on the “Reorganization of Districts and Areas” met at the convention. 
That committee reported, “We have studied the areas, districts, parishes, and 
chapters of the entire state of Louisiana with the aid of maps and see no possible 
way of making changes on the original arrangements insofar as area or 
communications are concerned.” 
 
The proceedings of the 32nd convention in 1961 reveal four areas. By this time, 
Areas I and II ran vertically within the state. The western half of Louisiana from 
Beauregard Parish northward made up Area I, and the eastern half from Catahoula 
Parish northward made up Area II. 
 
In 1981, the Areas became more closely aligned with our current borders. Area I 
covered north Louisiana, and Area II covered central Louisiana. A major difference 
is that Avoyelles Parish was part of Area II. 
 
Our office has no other records indicating when Avoyelles Parish moved back to 
Area III. We also have no recorded discussing why any of these changes were 
made. 
 

 
2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of changing borders? 
 

The state office cannot make a determination on advantages and disadvantages of 
this issue. That will be done by the debate of the delegates.  

 
 
3. What qualifies an active chapter? 

 
Our state constitution uses the phrase “standing” instead of “active” to determine 
the status of chapters. To be in good standing, Article IV, Section A states: 
  



 
 

Part 1: State and National Dues, and a chapter fee(s) of $30.00 per chapter to be 
paid by November 1 or each year. 
 
Part 2: Sent at least two delegates to the State Convention and representatives 
to the Area Leadership Conference 

 
Since the pandemic, the state office was flexible with FFA chapter due to the 
inability to participate in events and challenges concerning fundraising. For the 
2021-2022 school year, these requirements are again in force, so following this 
summer’s State Convention and Leadership Camps, a determination will be made as 
to whether chapters are in good standing. Chapters not found in good standing will 
be contacted at the start of the 2022-2023 school year to develop a plan to bring 
those chapters back into good standing. 
 
State Bulletin 741 further discusses other requirements for an agricultural 
education program/FFA chapter. Those requirements can be found attached to this 
research. Similar to the constitutional requirements, chapters will be evaluated at 
the end of this summer to determine standing. 
 
 

4. How many chapters and chapters in good standing are in each area? 
 
Because of the previously discussed pandemic-related challenges, we cannot 
provide an accurate number of chapters in good standing, but we can provide the 
number of chartered chapters in each area. 
 
Area I:  37 
Area II:   42 
Area III: 63 
Area IV:  63 
 
Additionally, the geographic square mileage of each area is: 
 
Area I:  12,727 sq. miles 
Area II:  9,761 sq. miles 
Area III: 11,862 sq. miles 
Area IV:  16,985 sq. miles 

 
 
5. How often, if ever, have other states changed borders? Why did they change their 

borders? (Note: The nine states and territories in the Southern Region other than 
Louisiana were contacted for data. These four responsed to the request.) 
 
Alabama: 
Three districts; these consolidated from six districts 25 years ago. 
 
Mississippi: 
Districts; these changed in the early- to mid-2000s due to geography. Executive 
board has tasked State Advisor with forming a committee to evaluate current 
borders. This is due to changes in agriculture programs and membership. 



 
 

Georgia: 
Three regions (North, Central, South); They have been pretty steady since going to 
that model in 1998 and do not change year to year. Six years ago, a county on the 
southern border of the North region was moved to the Central region to help 
balance total numbers. That particular county has several chapters in it, so moving 
just that school system impacted chapter numbers enough to validate the decision. 
 
Tennesse: 
Three regions; the borders have not changed in the last 10 years. State staff is 
recommending that borders be evaluated every five years to keep chapter numbers 
as level as possible. 
 


